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SPEECII OF MR. WENTWORTII,
07 ILLIS0IS, 0N THE

‘ IMPROVEMENT OF THE WESTERN WATERS,

o Delicercd in the House of Representatires,

o January 9, I8,

The immediate state of the question Lefure
the commitiee was as fullows :

Mr. Wise had heretofore off:red the follow.
]ng‘ modified recolution .

* Resolved, That so much of the President’s
messnge as relates to the policy of attending to
" the Iakes and rivers of the West be referred to
the Commitee on Commeree.”

And Mr. Trosmassox of Kentueky liad offered
the tollowing modified amendment thereto :

** Rexolved, Thit so much of the President's
message as relates to the jmprovemont ol the
western rivers and harbors upon the lakes be
réfurred to a select committee of nine members.”

And the pending quesiion was on agrecing
o the amendment rs thas modilied.

-

w
i

commitiee us fulloway

Ma.Ciainman: Asa representative from a
State deeply inrerested in the improvement of
thfee of the greatl western river
the Ohio, and the Missi=sippi,) bot from n dis-
trict more immediately interested in the im
provemont of the lukes and all the northern

amendment, since | believe the interest of the
lnkes i= perlectly sa'e in the hands of the Com-
mitiee nl}'_‘}umtlu'r(‘ * s and, as an act of courtesy
to my friends representing the riparian districts

the amendment such 2 direetion as may best
suit them, Far be it from me to croate any in-

the northern frontier waters and thoese of the
Missiasippi and its tributaries. Al I ask is,
that the immedinte ropresentatives of each shall
contrdd the refurence of their respective inter-

ests ; bolh of shieh are common sullerers, and
Tave been 1%[!""{1.

past five years—ever since

S |!m session of "8 and '3 ), when all appropria- | e tugs at the ozr, "The tongee of clognence
At tions for the West anld Northiwest, for the im- | cynnet give reality to guch scones of human
L provement of rivers, erection of light houses, suffering—cannot paint the hardihood, the en-

. construction of harbors, and even fur that great | gy ranee. the intre pidity and devotion cf our
% and ucefal national highway, (the Cumberland neglected seamen. 1 have wilnessed many
i0ads) bezun with the plizhicd faith of the va- | wiveks myseli= wreeks not only of vessels and

l tion to complete it, were demed.  The trivial of eargoes, but of human life.  And, on the

e, exceplions to this assertion, gleaned by liitles ' gay ot my election, when L saw so many ol
T here and there, can have no effect npon’ its ex. these gallant spitiss—monuments of God's spar-

. tent, when we consider the importance of the | i imerev—more fracments, wrocks of men,
. matter. All these great and imperative intorests (“'m,\:f‘h with asailor's noblo heurt stilbbeating
a of the country hive been most outrazeously Bigh within them,) with their canes and eruteh -

: neglected, Too long—altogether too Iong— | o iheir cork lees and wooden arme, come opy
v have the people of nearly hall of our Union, | 4, deposite their vote for me, what else could 1

from the "‘_‘l‘r"l'””i"“ of lormer ropresenta- | 4, hut swear to devote all my en reies 1o oan
tions on this floor, been knocking ot the loors amelioration of their griovanees, and to make a
3 of Congress, making just and long-repeated jost and oo long negleeted 1epresentation o

% compluints, and demanding their unaestionn- aip full deserts on this floor? And when I |
i ble doserts, Up to this time, they ean scarcely | yoar the Atlantic sailor so stoutly prajsed, who |
0¥ be said to have had admittance, and relief has sailg about buoys, beavons, breakwators, well- |
"',' been administered 1o them only as o rmbs | eoneiuctod hariors and lighi-honses in the
el "‘m‘f'" from l’f"' windows, as the wasie of the | 0 g, or oll in the high seus beyosd the reach |
- prodigality lavished upon our army and navy. of rocks, reels, or beaches, and that, too, under
-1 ","f‘ Why, sir, during the short time of whicl | the protection of someotont various gzovernment
2L have been sp aking, there has been expended squaidrons, [ eannot butrise, nod without detract-

' ppon-our navy alone rising S30000,000;: and, ing from the Kigh deserts of the one, eall your
) when you seck for the advantages of all this, I 3 %niion to the lonz neglected meriis othe other,

'-'aﬁ:‘ te-ll‘_\-uu that you may as well seek the tracks | g Gonishing as it may appear to this House,
5 which our ships have left on the cveean, | these poor fellows, numbering, i the course ot
o The I'resident’s message hos represented ane | 000 4 qraibe frve bt SHIRTEIC PETSONS,
[ 4.4 coantry at peace with all the worlil.  Our flag | jive ot even a hespital provided for them,
v - proudly floats #pon every sea, and §x respected after having had their hospital money regnlaily

! . by every nation upon the habitable globe.  On | aaigoted from their pay.  In these sickness,

Ot this very floor aur navy has been ealled *“a | pococs and want, they are the objects of com
- peace nslnhli\llm_-*nl,"‘umi no min has presum- mon charity, though they regularly eontribute
g ed 1o contradict it.  Now, is all the money de- | e quota to the hospital fund. This, sir, 1
~iiw manded for the use of ournavy in the estimated (e very extreme of cruchy. 1 have already in-
s of the necessary appropriations of the present | eodiesd o resolution inquiring in what manner
adl fiseal year ($9.000,000,) requisite to our peace? | yhis money is oxpended; ant, before the close
i, * ANl throvgh the ot war, when the gallant | of the sesann, | hope Lo present a plan for the
achievements of onr navy ghiddened every | grection of sueh o much needed nstitudion,

American beart, and won herselt unfading law- | 205 (00 Cigs of savernment property in the
’ i rels, ll!e expenditures never were as high as | wos, now Toing ‘o waste. As 1 lock upon i, |
~ the estimate [or our present poriod of universal | o huve not only treated this class of our citi-
peace.  The hughese, in 1815, was only §3.060,- | zons with neglect, but with arcat ertoliy and

b 000, and the year belore, only S7,311,000.— | 4/ risht extortion.  We have robaed them to

After the war, our naval expenditures went | o trogsnres (or our navy to fileh from us.
. down to §3.000,000, and in 1822, 0 S22 7 [ e part of a wice man, when he finds
’ 000. Daring 31“ "":'"“lf" "'1'"";','" m""l';' tll"" himsell unabls to meet his Habilities, and taok
average was three to four millions, nder ntey imoending. to sast s eye about for ax-
.l. General Jackson's ndministration, they were ‘ ;‘“::"i :\"i;w!: e i.':ul:sill. ui‘a.t .I - ”,;t‘ r;,?,_
N hept below four millions, in nocordance with perty which ha can keop to the best advantage,
4 an ol repcated recommendation of Svcretary | 44 tender the most praductive of a sinking fund
‘ N t\i"nmtl'lﬂ"y- In I‘.’fl-. witha I‘l"l”‘-““" treasury, fywith which to liquidate Lis debis. We certainly
s thoy began fo increase, and have beon ineroas. | o ouid cortail the estimates for onr nav |

o ik ing over since, until lhn-‘}- reach 29,000,000 by | potiaye 25,500,000 would answer every emer-

“ A '- B, UIIE-! |:)rcm-’t.1'll cnt?tn,l;tl&.. ‘?‘”I“:l.- ”L I“ur‘m”h‘lim gency for this branch of our government.  And

et hat, G0 '_"_31- :r ‘..i'“ ra k.|- "’Iﬂ_‘ live and a then, gir, thy most exteavigant demands of the

o populition if#; . “sS&l 1o SESN |"”,"“‘:‘=2|L]'_"' western rivers; including the Cumberlana road

| S the highest sum for wilel (he Illr}uval;rlh of bll::‘l and the northern frontier waters, would be sat- |

o . improvements of onr lakes 5l rivers onght Lo | MEd with $1,000,000—a snm superior 16 what

: vote. Gentlemen have drawn a slowine pic- | 11l these interosts have had within the past five |
yi ture of our splendid nav roand "“,“," wnuhf peliit ynars, whilst $230 000,000 bave been consumed

ol 5 still additional lustre to it, But it isnot in by Our mayy, The great Mississippi alone

LR, aplendid government that the peaple find ||,: washes the “borders ol seven Stites and two
QR most happiness, nor in splendid srmies and na. | 400 00FES A pupalation of 6,000000 are |

.,_.\I vies that they find the most mfuty, All this tirectly interested Lol trade—n trade which

o L eian be best securod by legislating for the neces. has "‘"."."."m"'l k0 :'4‘,'“ 000,000 the past aeasin,

o sities ol the people, ‘and so "r-rrlin;; u”‘”_r"'l_ tll\'\;r KL00,000,000 (2 sum l{.n little Tess than |

vida megt vpon their most haly affections, by dis- | {38 Anp AR St all our foreignexports) o |

b D g its blessings cqually 1o every section, | H;.':ljrul':nral preducts alane have beon exported |

S 1 repetany insinuation that [ am opposed to 4 | overhorbosom,interraptedwith bars, snag+,rocks

' - navy Comowgyrarg with the nece ssities of our and jong ?ili'iii" and varions other abatrue-

= government; vu I.h.-ni guilty to the ehnroe | FP0% within that time.  And yetthere has been
yf of being unwilling . anhroniist 1 ‘ but B200,000 approprinted to Ler improvenent,

A for mero ontward splent!: 1'\ ¢ I";mi“-lnlumll Y | and that of her tribuaries, embracing a naviga-

N tract from the honor Josily ﬂn,,.,:’,::‘”" : "_" tion of more than 12,000 miles, in the pasLll
> memornble achievements upon :Iul t:’!m;”'”'\" years—S150,000 last year, and S50,
y which have forever embalmed her in '.E' “,[":“’ year before,  The average annual losse
history. All I have to complain of i, 1 i i“' ‘ stream mast reach 1,000,000 and in o

Py has oo long been the pet ehilid of the nation’. | no less than G5 boats were lost Lriggs

< : , and, like most pet children, she is pow inclined [ “mpediments to ils navigation.

i lo run away with all the patrimony.  Bot [ i ‘a,,lihinp|-r_upri.'uiu:| was in 1824; and lesk
wh should do ll‘tfu:lll‘e to the gallant dead, and to 1"7'" - """'.‘{W in all have been appropristed o
EPRAC many now alive, (thongh cruelly almost forpot- ;lh date. T 'IYPPI' Mississip lr—-bv which

- ton in our munificence to those who hazarded m".“";',m PATE Al e mnullli of the Mi..

it 42 their lives in other quarters to defend theijr | M“{"UT Jas I,","'“ almaer, < [lml. fuite, entirely
e country,) and who compa<s a partion of onr | 5 '-;m't' - [l;" IN Navizablo we 'y opoas the
il western constituents, did 1 here negleet 1o state Im":nl . r,ll ,l,'_”' B II'_L"'”" for boats ol 350 1o 200 |
tuteed that our wpper lakes have furnished thoatres Ill“ r"'r' r"'!_'.“\'i‘_""”"," ot 650 “"*l'-‘*'_*llm"a the |
pRAL (though not quite as many of them) of as much ‘: [1 .";“ A gl M And on its bed ate
e true valor, patriotie devotion, and hard fighting, “n" P:I 1' I':;l '..1..' irway tot .cl- great :.uulhrn_l com- |
cag" as the Atlantic.waters, Caonspicuous in the an | 'lr"uI""'l“‘r_"“"- not ouly the wvast agricnlia.
£y nals of American patriots stand the noble Perry ral produets of this fertile region, but the bound-

Mgy 't and ﬂ‘ll.‘Unn:;ugh_ Would to ‘J't'll. that the |!_"-i-l weallh of lyl::.' -,:ro.'_q! copper and load mines

M renowned Perry stood in my place 1o expatiate | of Jl e north,  The principal obstrietions 1o s |
< i on tllto importanee of harbors on the Iaken i g | e n:n‘n;:.nmn are sandy shoals, sunken Jogs,

y A military point of view, and to give his owa ex. impending trees, sawyers, snags, and—wlhat
e oglicnce from the want of them!  Think you “tlght especially to be dwelt upon, and
ML PR sirygal in ease of another rmure ilt't“‘v!'ll.ﬂli.': I i“l. .‘.‘f]l .h" l]‘? SUDAL 'hn.I'.MH‘W SYSreom e
i et govdinment and Great Britawn, it is our Atlan- ;{!Nl' < 1."”":" of rapids. The firstare the Des

. s tie (Fontier that is to be alone exposed to at | © [-I-n.luu rapds, 180 miles .'1h--|:u the Missour!,

o w2 tack—alone liable 1o be pillaged and burnt? 1 | &=! mln::E through a distance of  Vittle over ol

o3 i ,.,_’ come 104 far diffarent conc! sion, [ miles. .l be second are the Rock baland fapids,
..-"_& g Gentlemen, 1o excito a spirit of omulstion | ....lrl |m|_<‘\ above the Misscuri, extond ng i} |

ol 4"“,“ descanted at ll‘l'l;,‘!fl on wlist Great ““I;“r; | I:‘Il', 1 ['lr-_r' r‘l]mf_\ arne '._hl! nost ||'_|||-r-|.[.||.¢l -

ingy is doing for bor nuvy. They could haye arons® |/ (Ueons 1o tho safe unavigation uf the Minsis-

P J 5 el a more praiseworthy emualation had they de. | RPph and . thither m""_h"“‘" Mtention of this

& picled what England is doing ononr Canadian | Qutigrens:io h'c primordially directed. Butwiih

T frontier; had they enlarged upon the danger 1o | a trifling outioy, “"-!Ilpnt.‘d with the mues of

ady = M_apprnhl.‘m!&i Igem the crection of B itish forts | mincial amd sgeicultoral |ar.1_.r'[|_|r?.- which must

e’ ' within eannomshot of several of our important pass over them every year, all ditiealty and Jdan-

eilies; had they warned us to luok ont for our
frade, which she is now stdeavorine (o kocnre
by the vast swms she is expending in buitding
light-hiouses and haitbors, and in g,':,, rovine ;I;;
Bt Lawrence rivor, and in m:iurgu:-,; Lie Wel.
land eanal; had they exhibited (b eross of S,
George supplamting the American siripen and
stars : they might have gono farther, and pie-
tured thoss bloody battles of which our north
entern lakes will assurcdly be the seene, if we
aver aguin war with oure mothier country, Jenls
of var prosperity, and more espocialiy of
effects of our example in the exlansion nf
Jiberly. With Kugland in possession
A tr:at thoroughlare, whenoe are we to

ﬁur. the pork, and the beef Lo sgs-

dnavy ! During the last way,
iehigan, was taken ore the oce

nae, which communds the outlet
ﬂ[lill’H!

tedtored. Letwaragain come,
h will sirive to rotuke this fort,
nd of Detroit river ; and per-

alo would fall ere wo could
| sufficionl 1o defend

&.'.' X
v At P ] S (SNY

T

Mr. WENTWORTH rose'and addressed the l

. (the Wabash, |

frontier waters, | rise to ask adivision of the !

of the State, | am willing to give that branch of

vidious discrimination botween the interest of

war was declored ; and it was held |

to the navy, the ricliest adalations have becn
poured forth upon our Atlantic sailors; and
all very doservelly, so faras [ know. But in
chivalric enterprise, faithful pers verance, lofty
sense of honor and duty, collected gpirits amid
impending danger and death, our upper-lake
seamen have no Euperiors on this mundane
sphere.  Mostly barn within the roar of these
ever-turbulent waters, their first lessons are in
braving the storms aod tempests, and setling
the angry clements at defiance.  Thoy sail
thousands of miles along an unprotected coast,
hwilhiont light houses, breakwaters, or hatbors,
with every clond for:boding a wreek., Unlike
yonr Atlantie sailors, they do not rejoice at the
wight of land, since it is ever before them.—
Theigrejoicings are on the apposite extreme.
They pray to be beyond the reach of rocks,
reefs, and bars, which they seldom ate. 1eould
recount some of their daring exploits that wonld
freeze your very heart’s blood, could you bat
see a shadow of their awlul reality, ‘Take, fur
example, the stery of the pilot of the burning
boat, who stood at the wheel, directing her
towards the land, not only until the last passen-
ger had desertod Ler, bat until he himsell was
enveloped in flames, and died a wvictim to his
lown high sense of duty. When found, the
flesh had burnt from his hands and the wood
froin the handles of the wheel; bat there were
the erisped sinews and the brittle bones grasp
| ing the iron, burnt almost 1o aeinder! A no-
ble example of the sailor's valor!

In the fali of the year, many, very many of our
vessels are driven ashore for the want ol light-
houses and harbors.  But what eare our intrepid
mariners for this?  As soon asg the vessel

girikes the beach, thonzh thick darknoess veils |

the night ; though the gale ~hatters masts and
rigiging : though the moantain waves swoeep
the deck ; though the weicles danzle from their
clothing—the stout-hearted tar faliers not § but,
tossing what of the eargo he can into the small
boat, he yemps aboard, and then, sir, freezes as

ger from them may be entirely obviated,  And
such improvements wonld not bo loral morely,
Lt L'l'll'..fil"‘, commaoen o ne .||I!’ h-’l” our |'|l|||;|.
v, i which 1 ean imagine bot fow States
where there in no probability of buving an inter
estoammediate or remote,
| know it is kaid that the Statos along thele
banis should improve (e Mississippt and its
tributarics.  But, have the Siaies e powor,
ander the ordinnnee of 1787, which makes hem
pqlnlw ghways? What one State of petaon
Mgt consider an improvement, snothor State
or person might eonsider an obstruction o the
navigation ol these streams, which is Lo be (e,
1t certdiuly wai mob be contendad il the
States have a right Lo erect Wl bridses ovor ihe
| Misinsippi and its teibntarios that bonnd differ.
| ent Bates, Yo, once eancede 1l right in the
| hmh‘f o improve them, aml it will be difficult
to deline the extent of e operations which will
| be undertaken in the name of improvainenis,—
AL best, the right of the Staws 1o limprove
{(which, in spme Cyes, way ba ta obetrued) is

'l

vory duubtiul I this ight exestn anywhere, it

eedtainly does in the general go ;

Pt b Y- vral g -:‘n:aun and
1T

Presont ite elaime,
flunn! i

md

all productive property—of which the Upited
States has a great abundance in its publie lands,
which are now being very slowly syld, and yield
but very little revenne. es. sir, the once groat
land fund is fast dwindling into insignificance;
but millions upon millions of acres yet remain
unsold, from the parsimonious course of the gen-
vral govermment in dohing out improvements fur
the western country, Yeople will not setile,
from the diliculty of getting to market. They
read of too much destruction of property, too
great a sicrifice of human life on'the great wes.
tern waters, which comparatively a small sum
would greatly improve.  Again, they are alraid
of hightaxes. But what has Congress to do
with these? it may be asked. Sir, it has mach,
vary much, to do with them, 1t is Congross it-
soll that is emburrassing the State of Hlinoie:
and | will prove it, « In that State there are no
less than 85.205,203 acies. Qur minimnm
valuation is 3 and, to make up for any that

foreign nature, and ia entilled to all the pro-

cities, even though internal commerce were
entitled to no protection, which 1 deny. Look
to the history of our lake trade; and let the
past be some indicaiion of the future, In 1396
the American flag was first hoisted on Lake
Erie, on board a small echooner of 70 tons.—
In 1819, on Lake Erfe, which now has 63, the
first steamboat S\ank-in the water) made jts
appearance, and made a trip to Macinae, to

pany, and annvally made her “long and ardu-
ous voyage" to this Uliima Thule of American
navigation, unlil she was wrecked on the beach
near Buffulo, in the month of November, 1821,
With the greatest difficulty her place was sup-
plied by the steamboat Superior, which has
since been altered over into n small sail vessel

may be reserved from taxes, we willaverage the
whole at that som, (& Libcral estimate)—which
will give real estate taxable to the amountof
105,705,624,
shall be sold long enongl 1o become taxable, the
improvements and personal property in general
will swell the amount to $200,000,000, at the
smallest comparation. A tax of 2 mills on this
would vield ns an annoal revenae of $100,000.
Now, what is the Stte debt of Ilinois? When
Our ATTanELmenisnow in progress are completed,
(a2 there 1 evary prospect to believe they soon
will be,) the highest estimate less than
F5,000 000=which wonld make our annual in~
terest §300.000; leaviog, at 2 mills, asse: sed for
State debt purposes merely, $100,000 per annum
as @ sinking fund; which annuvally would ia-
crease wilth the great increase of onr properly.
This, however, 1s merely supposititions.  Yet it
shows our erelitors abroad thiat there i another
way for government o help us out ot onr difli-
culties than by @0 uncon-titutional assumption.
But whatare the facts of (he case?

T'he amount now taxable (that i<, all that has
been sold over five years) is but 17,241,250 70,
not quite one halt,  T'he general government is
paying intercst for money which it onght to
derive from the sales of these lands,  The Suate
govornment meglects to pay interest which
might be derived {rom a tax on themn.  So the

s

calumity 18 a joint one. Now, the time of
selling these lands dgpends much on the policy
of our general government, and there are yet
unsold 15,429 D01 acres in bilinoisalono Now,
sir, remove the obsiruetions to the navigation
af sur greatnational thoroughfares-~the common
higliway to the ocean; complete the Cumber-
land road s bezan; grantte that State the quan-
tity of lind a-hed for in the bi'l introdoced by
mysell this morning, viz: about HU0,000 acres,
to muke her even with Obio=—and you induece
emigration there, you give fresh activity to
businnsg, and create a demand for lands now
dormunt, Lo this way, the money expended not
only comes back, but there is enoagh more

| eomes back with it w help 1o extinguish onr na-

tional debt,  Sojtoo, the axable property of the
State is izereased and both parties are benefitted.

Pirsne this policy townrds all the western
States, and this is what 1 mean by muking ho
bust possible uso of your productive enpital.—
Thig will i1l both our pational and our State
And this is our best means ol get-
ting out of debt, or raising our necessary stnuil
revenue=—{ar preferghie, in the minds of the
greal mass of the peaple, totaxing tea, coflos,
and the other necessarics of lite, Let the
triends of assumption—those who talk so much
abont the western Ntates hecoming honest—join
the West in carrying oat these views, ond our
States would be paying interest immediately,

I hive thus shown, sir, how this money is to
be go!; and it would be fur the national advans-
togs thus to et, s it cerlainly would be thus to
cxp=nd it. flaving said thus much, no man
can aceuso me of boing inimical to the tuprave-
wmont of the rivers, or the completion of the
Cumbe ad.

1 now come 1o the main branch of my propo-
sition, which is to divide the amendment, In
the fiest place, <ie, 1 will state, that 1 am not
fricndly to a special commitiee to take cliarge ol
any braneh of tns subjecty because a select
commitiee i= always understood Lo be appointed
with relerence 1o a favorable report npon some
speetfic cbjret, and thercfure never has the
weight in vs recommendation that n standing
commitoe does. | have conlidence that the
Committee on Commerce will do us justice; and
and it is a good waxim to *“let well enough
alone.”  But, i the more immediate friends off
the river interesly who represent territory cons
tiguous to any of onr greal weste n rivers, wish
that interest relerred to a select committee, (as
I believe they do.) 1 certainly shall volo with
them as an act of esurtesy which | want all my
northern frionds to yield to them,  Yer, whilst
wo are willing that they should be the goardians
of their own peenliar sectional interests, and
have their scloct commities, we must claim the
vight of averlooking onr own interests, aud hay-
ing ourlakes referred to the Committee on Copy-

Iremser s,

mefee, as they always have been, and as jt js |

fur their interest now to be. On s ground,
sir, | muat urge a division of the proposition;
and, much as | am inclined to gratily my Mis-
sistippi river friends, 1 can never vote lor the
proposition in its present shape, As an act of
courtesy Lo those gentiemen;, 1T am willing
to send their interests to any commitiee
y wish, though U think they would be
foctly salv—that excet justice would be
o them with the Commerce Committtee,
ut they ask too mueh whoen they ask to have
he Jake interests taken with them, 8ir 0
have been opposcd, all my~ life, to uny log
roliing system of legislation, which hLas been
calamitous wheaever adopted. 1 never ean
consanl Lo sce one great moessare yoled to an.
olher fer the purpose of gaining strength. It
is a poor design that en not stand on its own

intringi 'mur'h-. Both these great cardinal
prop $ ol improvement have merits  of
and upon them let each stand. In

in Ware siles Prom e composition of
that coinmittgm, they could not be otherwise.
Why, the them away from their usnal
placa of ¢ co?  1tis pukind thuy to ask us
o exchangd ® certainty fur an uncertainty.
For one, %iry | never will consent o jeopard
in the leastthe greptintorests of the uppir likes,
which I the m mmedintely represent on
this floor, by ¥ ur the proposed roference,
whilst my con te in the proper
tommiites Iss@hiimited that | know not w here
Lo look Tor a more favorable roport,

greatest anxiety; und the moment 1 heard the
names of thia commiitee, my ];n‘;.-. were bright,
and they have bezoma brighter still from subso.
quent events,

| would be less stronuous in this matter, as
my ansiety to aet with my western triends in |
all cason 1s very grent, wore not the claims of |
the northern frontier, embraeing an exicot of
L2000 milesand a lake constol 5 LMD, wiy pPressing, |
Allihe expenditures for lake improvenents will |
not reach two and a half millions, whilst the
exponse of the Delaware breakwater alone hoa
been three millions.  “U'he poliey of protecting |
the Atlantio cosst, originating with the first |
session of the American Gy ngress, has been |
continued down o the presect time; and 1 am
ala loss o got ol the preci<e amount of the mils
lions upor millions which bave been exponded
lor buey«, beacans, lighthousos, braakwiila,
and harbors there. | know that some make a
distinetion between the trade in that direction
aud outs, by calling o0 external and the other
mteradle Bug sig, is that commierso more en-
titled 1o the name of caicsful that goes from
Boston, Naw Yo'k, or any other Atlantic city, |
to the old warld, than that which goes from |
Chicago, Detroit, Cleveland, or Bullalo, through |
the Welland eanal and the St. Lawrence river!
Lam sarey | havo not the statistics of this por-
tion of our foreign trade, to present to you; but
I will coltect them, and have tham roady for
rulhu ocvarion; and | am confident that they

ill astontsh many gentlemcn on this foor,

That moment, sir, that all this |

Fthe Commerce Committee the lake |

standing |

—a pitifel contrast with the mighly Great
| Western, Wlinois, or Wiseonsin,  But, in those
days, I have no doubt the captains of the Walk-
in-the-water and Superior sirutied the deck,
prouder of the extent and greatness of their
command, than now do my weather worn and
popular friends, Captains Walker, Blake, and
Randall, now making their four-day trips from
Butlilo 1o what were then parts unknown,—
And those vory straits, which were then vi-ited
but once a year by i steamboai, now have one
every day. Io 1826, steamboats first madetheir
appearance on Lake Michigan on a pleasure
excursion to Green Bay. In 1832, the neces.
sities of the government, during the Black
Hawk war, compelled the first steamboat to
muke a trip to what is now the great granary
of the Wesi—the garden cily, "urbs in horto,”
where I have the honor to reside—a eity not sel

on ahill, yet it will never be hid—a city this
|mnmvul holding ont greater inducements for

investments in real estate than a ny in this broad

country—na city that will one day alone have a
| member on thns floor; and this, more than one
| person now alive will live to see. In that year

And, during this year, (1333,) there were but
eleven steamboats on Lake Erie, and only three

Green Bav, and two to Chicago, when the

Chieago and three at Green Bay.  In 1236, the
year of my first arrival in the State; the prairie

purt of iwo of our wards,

lowing statistice:
f::;mri'x

1,000 64

Importe

1R36G, 1846, £425,203

|

The nmoant of tonn employed in the
Chicago trade the past season is 1,826,950.—
Thus you ses that the trade of Chicago alone,
to say nothing of the value of the canying ves-
gels exposes to the peril of the lukes two and a
hall millions,  And there ig the trade of Green
Bay, Milwaukie, Rocine, Southport, Littlefor,
Michigan city, 8t, Juseph, mouth of the Kala-
tazno, Grand Havon, Muskegon, aud otner
points, which will swell the amount as mueh
more, to five millions. [ here make no allow-
ance forsmusgling, which is extensively car-
ried on, for the want of a portof entry at Chica-
go, and which 1 have every confidence the pre-
sent Congress will establish. To this, ad) the
vilue ol the shipping exposed, during the year,
with the large amouut of property taken by
travellers, and not tiken account of ut vur ports,
and B10.000000 s a low estimate for the
amount of property exposed on Lake Michigan
alone durir g the year,  Then consider the vast
nttber of human hives (seamen and passengers)
continually in jeopardy, and the importance ol
good harbiors and hght-houses will be manifest.
From Detrost 1o the head of Lake Michigan,
overeight hundred miles, (embracing a eoast ol
over two thousand miles, ) there hias not becn
the first harbor completed.  Haibers had been
hegun a1 Chieago, Michigan city, and S Joseph,
but were abandoncd, with all the rest, at the
sesgion of 1838 and '39.  And in 1510, insult
wias added to 1 gury, by selling ont our imple
ments,  Ouor parily-constructed works were
thas permilted o decay, until the last ses ion,
when my much respected friend, the delegate
from Wisconsin, got an appropriation for thiee
towna in the Territory through this body;
which was amended in the Senate so as to give
Milwaukie 830,000, and Chicago and St Jo-
seph §25,000 ench; and in that amendment this
Hounse concurred. 8o, alter waiting paticntly
five years, Lake Michigan got 80,000, in ad-
dition to the 409,447, which 12 1hie whole sum
she his ever recaived; whilst, inten years, t)ere
has been lost in her novigation afl of &1 H04,-
U00 or FIS0,000 per annum; one hundred and
filly lives, or iteen per eent, por anoum: and
one hoodred and twenty live vessels, or twelve
{ and a hall per cent. perannum.  And insurance
| is from thirty to foriy per cent. higher than on
Lake Ericor Ontario, where there are hatbors.

Save this §50000 for Luke Michigan, there
| have boen no appropriations for any lake har-
| bors since the session of 1538 and | 34, though

they are much nceded by other lakes besidoes
i Michizan; but 1 leave them in the hands

their more immediate representatives, who are
| better able to portray their necessitio From
| 1525 to 1835, government extended its fostering
l. care aver the harbors, and gave them more or
| loss appropriations.  Why should the old policy,

#0 provident of property and life, so just, so
| necessary, at this laie day, be exehanged?
| The lake trade the past year must haveo
reached 100000000, as it was S57.000,000
last year. And twonty-five new vessels have
; been built with a tonaage of 3,212 tone, and
cost ol S0, An annual appropriation of
F00,000—which could be elipped lrom ouor
navy and army without being toli=—for three
years, would be abundant for all our wishes,
and would save that sum insix years. 1o theso
appropriations, rsing T,lllill,l'lthl prople arce
| tirootly interestid.  Yea, sir, the riparian coun-
| ties alone make up 1,200,000,

I fondly hopo that soon theall-important canal
around the Sauit Ste. Marie (co-ling, 4% the

L watehed | Secretary of War informs me, only &100,000)
the unnouncement ol the commitives with the | will be completed, & then the |

oulpouring ol the

| vast wealth of the Loke Supcrior eountey will

give additional value to the alyeady great and
nereasing n wih western  trade.  Now sif, N&a
one of the represontatives of this vital interest of,
our cammon eopntry, with my present (avorhlo
opinion of the Committes of Commerce, I can-
not vote to take it away from them; and | hope
no friend will enteriain such a propogition for s
momoent, To them i legitmately belonze: and 1o
themn, in behalfof its friends, Lask to have it 2o,

It iz objeeted to the commiitee that there s

rarry up the goods of the American Fur Com. |

of

trade direct with St. Louis, Thus (he whole | cargoes, and our buildinge, and own more or
western and northern trade is fast gaining a | less of our lands. They buy our produets, and

we theirmerchandise,  Where is 1he gentleman

teetion of that emanating from the Atlantic | from New Orleans? [Mr. Labranche.] He

| stands in the same attitude to the southwest that
| the gentlemen from New York and Boston do

to the northwest. Indeed, as far north ds

| Chicagn, merchants go to New Orleans for
:mgar; and molas-es, and the opening of the

Lilinois and Michigan eanal will make the

| trawde of these two points more direct and profi-
|

| table,

Here are six of the commitiee, with

| their residences: and | have alluded 1o them to

| (1832,) the first frame building was erected.— | West, the Nor . :
The next, Chicago was first Juid out into lots. | uring with the agricultural States, uniting the

show that, representing as they do great com-
mercial points, secking and expecting more or
less aid from every lacility given 1o the outlel
of western producia 1o the ocenn, they would be
receeant o themselves and recreant to their
constituents, il they neglected 1o favor our
great measures, which tend 1o one great and
common interest—the better development of the
resources of cach individual part, for the
benefit of the whole confederacy.  The favora.
ble views of the chairman [Mre. Holmes] we
have already hadon this floor; and the other two
members [ Mr. Hale of New Hampshire, and
Mr Dunlap of Muine] [ know to be men of en.
larged and liberal opinions; and most heartily
will I risk our measures in their hands.

With these views of the safety of the lake
interest, whilst intrasted to the usual standing
committee, 1 beg of our Mississippi river [iends
tolet ns take the ordinary eourse; at the same
time assuring them thet, in eonrtesy tothem,
I will support & reference of their nteresis (o
whatsoever committee they may choose,

Having now done with the mgin question, the
House will pardon me for making a statement
in relation o a work of the hizhest importance
to our whole Union, and in the completion of
which are concentrated the determinations, the
hopes, and the itterests of the people of our
State, | allnde to she long agitated enterprise
of connectitg the waters of the Gullof Mexico
with those ¢f the Atlantie ocean, the St Law-
rence with the Mississippi, the East with the

vorth with the South, tke manufac-

two great ehannels oltrade so as to form une
continted line of internal navization of over

trips were made into Lake Michigan, one to | 3,000 miles, extending through every diver

| «ity of elimate, business, and soil—=1 mean the

erection of the first brick house wag celebrated, | Hinois and Michigan canal,
Fa 1834, there were but eighicen boats inallon | : :
the lakes, making in the year two anivals at | integrity of my State, with referenca to thefne

tircs overran what now composcs the principal | from British gold. : |
Its growth. since | ever comes, i€ of the people's own sceking,
that time, can be best estimated from the (Li- |

90 |

w |

1837, 1,065 00| 1837, 740067 1

183, 16,041 55 18584, U8 el |
=39, au =43 oo | 1820, 630,950 26 |
1=40), 246U 74| 1840, S, 106 20
IS4, 348362 21 180, a7 =
1842, GOOB05 20 | 1812, G4 347 RS
1843, 1005207 00 | 1543, LASH. 586 00

And 1 wish to

repel some imputations east upen the political

gotiation now pending. It bas becn insinuated
that the dominant party thers aro in denger
Hiry this Britiah gold, it il

without distinction of party.  Polines have
never been thonght of: and the appointment of
Governor Davis wag a me=e acculent, yeta
lueky one. He was appointed by respeciable
ecitizens of Boston, and he had been some time
on duty in our State betore the British bond-
holders knew who had been appointed; and
perhiaps the news liss not reached them yet.—
The dominant pary sonttheir own commis-
stonurs o England, and the bondholders accopl
ol their proposition il the seeurities aro good;
and they appoint Hon, Abboit Lawrence (he
heing in Eogland) to look into the matter; but
upon his declining, they select him and two
other ciizhins of Boston to agree upon nnagent,
These men send out Governor Davis, not for
political, bat purely busines purposcs; and it
is a fortunale seloction; sinee, i one party
make the arrangement, and another approve o
ity it shows that there is no parly bias in the
matter, and that, let parties Moctonte as they
may, there isstability, permaneney, aye, invio-
lubitity, in the contract with the State and the
bondholders, Lt my political friends enter-
tain no fears for Nlinoi<. Would thar [ could
ruise her pecapiary integrity on alevel wath
her political. In this latwer respeet, she los
been teied, and never lound wanting, No State
in the Union, since her admizsion, and for the
last five presidential eleciions espeeially, hos
exhibited a0 much consistency o easting her
electoral vote; and that eonsister.cy will still
be presecved, As | have lrom the begiouing
boen the unequivocal and uncompromising ape
ponent of all the Yank suspension laws, all the
stay laws, and all the loz-rolling schemes thiat
have tended 1o roin the eredit of our Stae
abroad, 1 wight properly speak of various in.
effectual plans 1o sworve her from herintegeity,
amd their political origin.  Bot 1 wish to have
thig whole matier kept aloof from polities. 1
now take my State as 1 find her, and make no
crigiinations, She is deeply in delr, and pa-
triotism can best be displayed o divising
means Lo gut her out, rather than in censuring
those who gother ine - Should John Davis con.
tribuie in any measure to this grand consam-
mation, why, we skall give eiedit lo whom
eredit is due, without the least political faeling.
This is my doctrine, and also that of all the
Hlinots people.  We fear not the effects of
British gold, and repel all insiwuations that our
integrity is in danger.  Sir, we have now but
one desire, one end, one simg and that s, to re.
gain our ereditns an honest Stale—ns an inters
esl paving, il not a delt paying Stale, Oae
vear ago, sir, Dlinois was geoaning uoder a
debt ol T4LG00.000.  Bat she did not dispuir—
By winding up ber banks she re-

dueed it £3.100,000
by sewtlement with MeAllester and ,
Stebbins G040, 000

Iy sale of internal improvement
property on lacd (estimated)

By the canalarrangement depeading
on the repart of Gov. Davis

1,720,000

5,000,000

10,420,000
I.t.‘.n-iug 4,050 000 for us to pay. At the
worst, it eannot execed #5,000,000, And |
wonld assume that as the maximom uwpon
which, by the law of our next legislature, we
wish 1o commence paying interest,  Within
the last two daye, I hawe received a petition
from non-resident landholders in Hinois to the
amonnt of §1,000,000, praying our next legis-
lature 1o nssess o tax 1o mext onr interest; and

I have not a doubt but it will be granted
o some extent., Were our lands all  taxa-
ble, wo conld do this with ease. Hence we

wish Goverument to pursns that hiberal policy
towards us, which will eavse a specdy market
for those 15,500,000 acres of un<old Innds, amnd
so benehit itsell whilst benofiting us.  We take
courgge, however, since onr list of taxable
lands is fast Increasing; as those sold in
Acres,
1.182 576 31

1239 amounied Lo

1510 v SR UT5H.40
1541 " S35,.050000
1842 L 437 4020

15438 (1o S0th SBeptemberny 269 90114
The improveent of our harbors and rivers,
the completion ofalie Comberland road. with

| the donation of land 0 which we are entitled

no man upon it favornble (o western interests |

Whers i the gentleman from the Detro dis-
trict, Michigan? [ Mr. McClelland.]  His con-
stitaeuts are directly interested i the consirie-
tion ol hatbors, erection of Bght hovses, and in
improving every channel of northwestern trade,
Where isthe gentleman from the Erie distriet,
Penusylvanin? [ Mr. Reeid.] e resides a1 an
important commercial point, and Las 4 fortune
mvested in worchouses and stean boats upon
the npper Inkes,  He has a great personal ine
terest blended with that of bis conmtituenis, —
Whete is the gontleman  from 1he Ogdenshurg

strict, Now York? [ Mr, Kingz.] He rosides

irecily on the 8t Lawrenece, wihich many aro
siriving to make the great outlet of the Misuis-
rippt Valley, not only directly through Canada
to Liverpoul, but dirsctly to Boston, by con-
tlemplated railronds, via, Lake Champlain. It
is n faot alinost oo notorfons 1o be repetted,
that, npun the eompletion of the inois canal,
tha inhabitants ugon bath sides of the 8t, Law-

SY0 Teguried e lnke ll_lrm:lnl

| renoe exceept 1o apon trade with the very heatt

to make us even with Ohio, would hurry sales
for mostof our other lands.  And lam intorm.
el that several thovsand  Englishmen are pro-
paring o emigrate o the West in he spring,
with money avernging to eich $2.500, Mueh,
however, will depend on the course of this Cone.
gress,  But, without any governmontal wid,

| Hhinois will aever tepudinte o will of her pob-

lie debt, but will stragple on as well as she ¢an
under her mountain load of misfortunes, We
are poor, but thaok God weare honest,  Incor.
ruptible, we suspoet no man with Briti<h gold
coming lo buy uws until the overt net. ‘The
young men ol Hlinois expect, in their day, to
soe her ont of debt; and they are all bent on
paying interest, to wome exient immediately;
and that extent depends much, very mueh, on
the activn of this Congro-s; and 1 may say the
#arme of Indiana, Michigan, and other westem
indebted States.  In these views, 1 beliove all
my colloagnes, and n'l our respeelive congtita.
ente, and all the West conour. We have a
pride in having our Ewle solvent aane mosg
and paying every cent of Lor abilities withe
out any legal quibtles o« dishonorable compro-
prises.  Anda glorious consummation wiil that
bo for us ail.  For one, when it atrives,
say; with the good wman of old, “Lord
ullf“m_ oy ",.Ql.‘.‘ i

\ | s i T

by Ax o

Usaxnury ov o Desocritic P,
A writer-in the Richmond -
advocate of the claims of J
for the Edrecidency.ltpah in the fullowing
strung and earnest in !lnﬂ 10 the
unungnil of the dcuocﬂm party in favot of
Martin Van Buren for President, AR

“The Baltimore Convention, so fat s the
nomination of a eandidate for the
1s concerned, will be a mere cypher.
nomination has already been made, and by ‘s
greater' than the Baltimore Convention.a=
From Maiue to Louisiana, from llinois
Atlantic, the thunder-tongued voice of the De-
mocracy hay proclsimed Mastin Vaw Bongs
to be the first choice of a vast, &8 ma-
jority of the party. No sensible i -
ed, true liearted Democrat will deny the trath
ol this assertion, It matlers not how that
preference is manifested; it is sufficient il we
know that it exists. This preference is not
the result of intrigue and management, as has
been alleged; it is loo wide-
mined, too enthusiastic. |
friends of Mr. Van Buren are as free from the
charges of intrigue and mana, a8 the
supporters of either of the candidates. Even
in those States and sections where a
ence for some other individual is found to ex-
ist, we find, that in many instances Mr. Van
Buren is the second choice. ‘This is like the
decision of the Gieek Generals, afler the bat-
tle of Salamis. Each gave the first vote to
himsalf in awarding the prize of valor: whilst
every one gave the second sufimge to Themin-
tocles.  This was considered tantamount to a
general election, and the prize was adjudged

to Themistocles,”

Misgry 15 THR MiveT o WRaLTH.~Thut:
low Weed, in one of his letters from London;
portrays the following scene of wretchedness, -
poverdy, and death, in Regent street, London.
He says: i

“In walking up Regent street yesterdsy, 1
witnessed o scene of” anguish new to me, b
net 8o to (hose better acquainted with the
ahodes ol destitution, Observing a crowd
guthering upon the opposite side of the street,
| crossed over and saw an infant that had just
breathed its lnst in the nrms of its mother, who

sireet, endeavoring to sell matches. The
child died for the want of food and noutish-
ment, and the mother, who was still

her dead infant to her, was a picture of desti-
tution and despair, There was scarcely
strength enough in her trembling limba to bear
her into an apotheeary’s shop, where the res-
toratives tried in vain upon the child werd
neeled by the fainting mother. The wo-
man by her language and deportment, excited
much sympathy. She was evidently in o
greatly debilitated state from the want of foods
She had only received two and a balf

means of support,
Regent street, where this mother and ehild
sat slarving, cazzles the eye and bewilders the
imagination with its wealth and magnificence.
The mines of Potosi and the treasures of Gol~
condn geem to have been poured into the lux<
urious lap of Regent etrect. But amid all its
wealth and luxury, a motlier toiled in vain for
the coarse food that would ensble her to give
nourishment to a dying infant! And thus is
human life in this city painfully diversified.”
In the above sketch there is an exemplific
cation of the cffects of the bank and tarifi'pol-
icy of the whigs. Let it be remembered that
England lins her mawimoth national bank ull:l
protective taritl, and thut those who woul
engraft them upon vur free institutions ere
pursuing a policy that will mnke the rich
richer, and doom the luburing masses to want
and wretchednesa,

Raxnonrn's PERsoNAL APPRARANCE,==
“Ile ueed 1o enter the House booted and spur-
red, with whip in hand, n few moments afer
it had come to order, und appeared to be de«
sirous of altracting the attention of the mem-
bers, by his loud salutation of some of his fa~
vored [riends, to the fact of his presence. In
the winter he was enveloped ina long lion-
skin surtout, and on entering the hall lna face
was nearly buried in a fur cap. He would
sometimes stop short in the middle nisle, snd
il he found any one up he did not care to lis<
ten to, he would abruptly turn on his heel and
go out,  The reporter of the Intelligencer, in
the winter of 1820, took a sketch of him in
that uncouth and ludicrous figure, with noth<
ing visible but his two legs protruding out be-
low, with his mouth, nose, and eyes, and withi
head erect, as if reconnoitering. It was one
of the best likenesses ever hit off. He hada
vast number of them printed, and kept beside
lim i his peat, to dispose of to the members,
and although he sold scores of them daily for
the balance of the session, the fact was
a secret from the original, while the members
enjoyed the joke occasioned by this carica-
ture.”

: lh:nk‘\: :'?n.:‘r never was and never ean be the
choice of the American people. And to prova
itwe will hastily rt'vh-\l:-his political history for
the last 20 years,

1. Beeause in 1824, when Jackson, Adams and
Clay were candidates for the Presidency, Clay

w

received but 37 out of 261 electorial votes.

2. Because in 1525, the rotten league
John Quiney Adams and Henry Clay, was
beaten by Andrew Jackson 200,000 votes,

4. Beeause in 1842, when Clay was the l'.i.
lar nominee of the Federal National Convention.
i the cloctorial college ne gecxiven oxvy 49
our o 200 dlectorial vorrd.

4. Because in 1530, he again made a d &
ellort lru be taken up, but h‘l:lmoud! ﬂém
totry him.

b. Beeanse in 1530, he AGAIN TRIED
force himself wpon the Baltimore Convention;
and was cast usiJu in disgust.

G. Becanse sinco the federal party have an-
nouncod their determination to make R
eamdidate i "4, THOUSANDS AND
SANDS OF GOOD MEN and true, have
the federal party and rallied round the glorie
flag of democracy.—[ Mt Ver, (O ) Banner,

OGLE'S LYING SPEECH.
| 'l’!;sl- whigs I'.rei_v put ap the relations of
ate Mr. Ugle, of Pa., 1o prosectte the editor of
the [?u!!":lld (Pa) Gl!?llz for his : ('
Ogle’s dying confission relative W}

speech. “In Pennsylvauia, i m war
to prove the pnbl;iﬂinu \i:nri:::tl, eaks ey

ol tha dead. The truth eannot be given ‘
dence, as in Nlinais, Iﬁillllllhﬁm
and the editor 'h‘-lh.w reslt:

’l " l}‘}o ll!ial l:u (a8 an honorahle man
admilted the publieatio 5
neevrdanes 'n':ilh the hmm’hnﬂm.

denco touching the TRUTH or FA

the article, so
nothing whateve:
ter!—u faet that
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